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1. Name of Property
historic name - loymte Alry Histaric District
other names/site_number Mgt g Parke pmspg-_-_f_mue_

- AP Beais i il eyt ok e A A vt | + Ak =

2. Location

street & number ___ Prospect Avenue hot for pubiication i
city, town B vicinity i
state Pennsylvania code _ PA county Lehigh code 071 zip code 19013 ;
3. Classification ;
Qwnarship of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 3
X private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing ]
[ public-local [ district 27 2 buildings i
{1 public-State [ site sites i
(] public-Faderai ] structure structures g
[} object ______objects K

27 2 Total &

Name of related muitipie property listing: Number of contributing resources praviously é

NA listed in the National Register i

2. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Histonc Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, | hereby certity that this !
@ nommahon D requeet for dotomunatuon ol ehglbllny meets the docurnomauon standnrds for regustenng propemes in the "
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Signature ot certitying Dalo
Brent Glass, Pennsylvama Historical and Museumn Commissica

State or Federal agency and bureau

Nanonai Roglster criteria. [j See continuation
STy

- —
in my opinion, the property Dmm Ddoos not meet the National Register criteria. l:ls.- continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting of other official Date

State or Federal agency and Dureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certity that this property is:
D antared in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
] determined eligible for the National
Register. [__| See continuation sheet.
1 geterminea not aligible for the
National Register.

[ removea from the National Register.
other. (explain:)

=
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8. Function or Use

Historic Functions (snter categories from instructions)

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

— Domestic/single dwelling Damestic/single dwelling
7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation ______Stone
____Colonial Revival walls Brick
Tudor Revival Stome
. Queen Anne roof Slate
other ™le
Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Mount Airy Eistoric District of the city of Bethlehem is
an area of large, ornate houses erected between 1895 and 1930.
Mount Airy contains a wide sampling of late 19th century eclectic
and early 20th century revival styles imn a variety of materials,
of which briceck, frame, and stone are the most common. The
district includes Proaspect Avenue between Efghth and 15th
avenues and contains 27 contributing residential buildings and
two non-contributing houses erected in the 1970s. The former
typically are two~and-one-half- or three-story, single-family
dwellings following the ridge along Prospect Avenue, most of them
built from 1910 until 1930. The integrity of these houses 1is
high. The district boundaries exclude adjoining areas of less
finely detailed, densely situated two-story single, double, and
row houses circa 1900 to 1980.

Mount Airy was laid out in small 25- to 40-feet-wide lots,
usually scld in multiples, so that plot size varies. The 1910-
1930 buildings often rill an entire block each or share them with
only one or two others, and are set back as much as 50 feet fronm
the curb. The expansive grounds, extensive plantings and circular
drives create a suburban-estate ambiance. The 1895-1909 houses
are closer together than the later buildings, and usually stand
10 to 20 feet from the curbd.

Although the houses vary in style, the period, mass and
construction quality are consisteat throughout the district.
These residences are made of solid materials of the finest
grades. Walls generally are eight-inches thick or more; window
and door frames are heavy and durable. Detailing is substantial.

Twenty-one of the 27 contributing houses were constructed
from 1910 until 1930. These buildings usually are of two-and-one-
half stories and have center entrances, some with porches.
Detailing tends to be restrained, often ir stone. Roof brackets
are common. Gable roofs flanked by chimneys and dotted with
dormers dominate these houses. The result is an imposing
impression of quiet wealth.

X] See continuation sheet
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Six of the contributing buildings date from 1895 through
1909. They have two-and-one-half or three stories and frequently
are of brick or stone on the first floor with wooden shingles or
stucco/half timbering on the second and third floor and gables.

Styles represented 1in the later, more numercus Mount Airy
houses include: Colonial, Duteh, French Renaissance, Spanish and
Tudor HRevival. Of these, Colonial Revival is the most common.
Queen Anne and Shingle style dwellings are found in the earlier
group.

The Colonial HRevival residences are of brick, clapboard or
stone and usually have three or five bays, six-over-six windows
wifth shutters and slate roofs. The c¢irca 1925 H. G. Lewils
residence, 375th 13th Avenue i3 an example of this type. This
symmetrical, clapboard house, has s3ix-over-six windows. The
Austin D. Mixsell house at 1220 Prospect Avenue, cireca 1912, i3 a
brick, five-bay Colonial Revival dwelling.

The Tudor Revival residences, the circa 1930 Robert house,
1024 Prospect Avenue, for instance, are very large and rambling,
with rough brick walls and hand-hewn slate roofas. The elaborate
detalling is displayed in carved limestone doorways with Tudor
arches and multiple-panel leaded windows, some with stained
glass. Repeated half-timber gables add to the caaual lack of
formal symmetry which makes these homes impressive yet welcoming.

The French Renaissance Revival-influenced architecture also
is asymmetrical and features steeply sloping wooden-shingle roofs
with half dormers and walls of brick. The C. E. Siebecker house,
built about 1930 at 1521 Prospect Avenue of brick and stucco, is
an example of this astyle.

The lone Spanish Revival residence, the c¢irca 1912 H. P.
Phelps house at 920 Prospect Avenue, is symmetrical, of brick and
stucco, and 1s roofed with red tile.

Among the earlier dwellings, the cireca 1895 A. S. Shimer
house 1is an excellent example of the Queen Anne style, and
typlical of the configuration and material use common tc¢ Mcunt
Airy houses of 1895 to 1909. This two-and-one-half-story building
with three-story round tower 1s constructed of brick on the first
floor and is shingled on the upper levels.
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The integrity of the Mount Airy District is high. The
majority of contributing buildings is intact and well preserved.
Three private residences have been altered for other uses, but
remain contibuting. In each case, changes made to the houses
reflect sensitivity to the integrity of the original designs.

The Eugene Grace Mansion has become Holy Family Manor, a
nursing home operated by the Roman Catholie¢ Archdiocesze of
Allentown. A large addition was made to the back of the building
and the Prospect Avenue facade was altered. All the new work is
in character with the original. The brick matches; windows
continue to be white and multi-paned; the roof iz gabled and
slate covered; pediments carry on the Colonial Revival theme. The
mass of the addition is hidden from Prospect Avenue by the
mansion facade. The C. A. Buck house 1s now a residence for
priests. A large addition in white stone was made to the rear of
the building, in a style similar to the house. The mass here,
too, 18 concealed by the maln mansion. The Mixell mansion is a
nunnery and has an added chapel indistinguishable from the
original fabric.

Few other residences have been altered. The front porches
were removed from the Clarence Wolle and G. H. Wolle houses, but
the latter 1s being rebuilt. Family rooms have been added to the
George Wolle and Paul Walter houses, both concealed from the
street. A small reception area for a pediatrician's office was
attached to one side of the Phelps residence. In each case the
additions are in the style and materials of the existing
residences.

Two 1970s single-family residences on Prospect Avenue are
not contributing. One 1s a two-atory building at 1134, the other
a ranch-style house at 1113. Both +these houses have low, sloping
roofs, and floor-to-floor heights are less than in the original
buildings. Although the newer houses are well built by
contemporary standards, they are not so substantlial as the
contributing buildings. Further, their aluminum siding and
asphalt shingling are exceptions to the district. Nonetheless,
because of their small number they do not significantly diminish
the district's significance.

The integrity both of building and character has been
respected in Mount Airy. Unlike other areas of executive housing
in Bethlehem, this neighborhooed has retained 1ts appeal for
upper-income families and are well malntained.



8. Statement of S!gnm:% .

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in reiation to other properties:
Clnationatty  [[]statewide ] iocalty

Applicable Nationa! Register Criteria | JA [F8 [XIc [Jo
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) (A [ 8 [J¢ [Jo [Je Orf e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry 1895-1930 NA
Architecture :

Cultural Affiliation
NA

Significant Person Architecv/Builder
NA various

Stutoslcnmamolpropony.mtmﬂfymmm.mdmmdmdﬂmmunumwm.

The Mount Airy Historic Distriot is a historically and
architecturally significant area of Bethlehem. It is the only
extensive collection of early 20th century, large, high-style
houses in the-aity. Mount Airy was the prinoipal residential
enclave of Bethleshem Steel executives during the period inm which
their firm was one of the country's leading steel manufacturers.

The industrial pre-eminence of Bethlehem began in 1829 with
the establishment of the Lehigh Canal, which made it possible for
manufacturers to ship their products to wide markets. The Lehigh
Valley Railroad, which further increased the range and apesd of
shipping; the zino industry, and the iron companies were
established in Bethleheam by the 1850s. By 1886, Bethlehem Iron
Works had emerged as the prime loocal industry and reached
national importance by securing United States Governaent
armaments contracts. At the turn of the century, Bethlehem Steel
was supplying arms for Buropean war efforts.

In the second half of the 19th century the first industrial
leaders in Bethlehem built imposing dwellings on Fountain Hill or
BEast Market Street. These nagnates had acquired fortunes in land
speculation and transportation and in 1iron, steel, zine, and
other heavy industries. Their domiciles on Fountain Hill stand
near their steel plants and railroad offices, and their houses on
East Market Street expanded the community in downtown Bethlehea
created by the 18th century Moravian settlement.

In 1908, Charles Schwab bought Bethlehem Steel Company, the
firm which overshadowed all other industries in Bethlehem in
scale and production. Schwab promoted new nen to executive
positions. As they acquired wealth and influence, these
exescutives erected their own residences, alternatives to the
Viotorian mansions erected by their predecessors. FPountain Hill
and the fashionable portion of Bast Market Street already were
dbuilt over, and land was scarce. The new men of money and power
moved to an up-to-date area reflecting their new importance. That

was the origin of Mount Airy. vl
See continuation shest
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Mcocunt Airy was popular during the last years of the 19th
century and the first third of the 20th century. Although Mount
Airy straddled the o0ld road from Bethlehem to Allentown, traffic
was rerouted in 1870 to Broad Street, reducing outside intrusion.
The shift in traffic patterns preserved Mount Airy's suburban
setting whiech was attractive to affluent businessmen. In contrast
to their predecessors who dwelt on Eaat Market Street and on
Fountain Hill, the later generation of executives did not seem
interested in living within sight of thelr mills and offices.
Instead of a view of and proximity to business centers, the high
ridge centering on Mount Airy Park provided bucolic breezes and
vistas.

The name Mount Airy is associated with the development of
three parcels of land at Bethlehem's West boundary. Shipley and
Ashbrook began development in 1879, but with little effect. 1In
1895, Wolle, Kemerer, and Leinbach developed "West Siden"
subdivision and began constructing several large, high-style
houses. The largest development was "Mount Airy," created by B.
Luther Shimer in 1900 from the Shimer farm, Mount Airy Park. All
three parcels together formed one area that became known as Mount
Airy.

Shimer advertised his real estate endeavor in newspapers and
the City Directory, attracting the attention of steel executives
flush with cash. Top Bethlehem Steel executives received annual
bonuses based on company profits., With the success of Bethlehem
Steel armaments and armor plate sales for World War I, large
bonuses gave company officers the money to build their own
impressive houses, and they bought up the last remaining Mount
Airy property between 1910 and 1930. So prominent was the impact
of Bethlehem Steel profits on the area that Mount Airy even was
referred to as "Bonus Hill."

Schwad himself owned the site which later became 1427, 1505
and 1521 Prospect Avenue. Company President Eugene Grace bought
the circa 1897 classical Revival style Edward Williams residence
at 1317 Prospect and several surrounding lots. Next door 1is the
circa 1912 Classical Revival style residence of Vice President
for Raw Materials Charles Austin Buck. Auditor Frederick A.
Schick built a Tudor Revival house at 1306 Prospect Avenue about
1915. Also about that year, William Frank Roberts, general
superintendent of the Lehigh plant, put up at 1318 Prospect
Avenue a Colonial Revival dwelling, and his counterpart at the
Saucon plant, Richard Fitz Randolph, erected a house in the same
style at 1324 Prospect. Schwab s0ld his Mount Airy property, and
among the buyers were John Grace, Eugene's brother and fellow
Bethlehem Steel executive, and a Dr. Paul Walter. Grace put up a
circa 1913 Arts and Crafts-influenced English cottage at 1427
Prospect Avenue, and Walter built a large stone Colonial Revival
home about a dozen years later.
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Bethlehem officials and other top businessmen continued to
move to Mount Alry even after mansion building stopped in 1930,
continuing Mount Airy's status as Bethlehem's chief upper-class
neighborhood. Eventually, however, like Fountain Hill before it,
Mount Airy became less prominent due to lack of space for
additional building and the development of a new fashionable
neighborhood, Saucon Valley. Unlike Fountain Hill, where many of
the houses were converted to multi-family uses, Bethlehem Steel
executives who relocated to Saucon Valley frequently sold their
Mount Airy dwellings to other prosperous citizens for use as
their personal homes.

The houses of Mount Airy are architecturally important in
Bethlehem, constituting the sole major collection of large, high-
style, 20th century houses in Bethlehem. Only two other
aggregations of large, high-style houses exist 1in the city, both
of which pre-date Mount Airy. The proposed Fountain Hill Historie
District houses and the East Market Street dwellings 1in the
proposed Central Bethlehem Historic District extension were built
between the late 1850s and 1905. The massive Chateauesque,
Gothiec Revival, Italianate and Second Empire styles of those
areas differ from the styles which predominate in Mount Airy.
Those earlier grand houses are more exuberant and historically
fanciful than those which followed in Mount Airy.

Mount Airy is historically significant for its association
with the leading early 20th century executives of Bethlehem Steel
Corporation, the city's major industry, during its period of peak
prominence. It is architecturally significant as forming the only
collection of early 20th century large, high-style residences in
Bethlehenm.
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[x]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation aon file (NPS):

[™Ppreliminary determination of individual listing (38 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [K[ State historic preservation office
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[_l designated a National Historic Landmark - . [XJLocal government
[]recorded by Historic American Buildings : [ Juniversity
Survey # CJother
D recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Bethlehem Public Library

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __33.3

UTM References

All g |416151714|0J |4|4|916L5101q B|118| |4|6|615|5|OI |4|4}9|6|514101
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

£ ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[x] See continuation sheet
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namettitie James G. Whilden Jr., Architect/Philip Michael Clark
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BIOGRAPHICAL: REFERENCES - MOUNT ATRY

1. Bethlehem City Directories, Vols: 1890 - Present; R.L. Polk & Co.,
publishers, Bethlehem Public Library, 11 West Church Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18018

2. Bethlehem Globe Times Obituary Files; Bethlehem Public Library, 11
West Church Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018

3. Cotter, Arundel, The Story of Bethlehem Steel, New York: The Moody
Magazine and Book Co., 1916.

4. BHeller, William J., History of Northampton County and the Grand .
Valley of the lehigh (2 vols.). New York: The American Historical
Society 1920 Vol. I and II.

5. Lehigh County Courthouse - County Recorder of Deeds - Subdivision
Plans, 5th and Hamilton Streets, Allentown, PA.

6. Semi-Centenial Souvenier I-iistory of the Borough of South Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, 1865-1915, Quinlin Printing Co. (no date).

7. Yates, W. Ross Bethlehem of Pennsylvania - The Golden Years
1841-1920 Bethlehem, PA: Lehigh Litho, Inc. 1976.

Interviews:

Mrs, Caroline Lutz
Mr, & Mrs, John J. Samerville
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Walter
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MOUNT ATRY — VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the southeast corner of Eighth and Prospect
Avenue, thence east 210.5 feet along the south side of Prospect Avenue to the
northeast corner of property at 821 Prospect Avenue, thence southwest 196.75
feet along the east property line to a point on the north side of Franklin
Alley, thence west along the north side of Franklin Alley 166.75 feet to the
southeast corner of Eighth Avenue and Franklin Alley, thence north along the
east side of Eighth Awenue appraximately 65 feet, thence west across Eighth
Avenue 144,35 feet to the southwest corner of property at 903 Prospect Avenue,
thence following rear property lines south 2 feet, west 39.65 feet, north 44.35
feet, west 74 feet, south 2 feet, and west 126.5 feet to a point on the west
side of Ninth Avenue, thence south approximately 12 feet along the west side of
Ninth Avenue, thence west 162 feet to the southwest corner of property at 1007
Prospect Avenue, thence south 26 feet to the southeast corner of property at
1019 Prospect Avenue, thence west 188.5 feet to a point on the west side of
Tenth Avenue, thence south 67 feet along the west side of Tenth Avenue to the
northwest corner of Tenth Avenue and Franklin Alley thence west 105.1 feet to
the southeast corner of property at 359 Tenth Awvenue.

Thence north 173 feet to the northwest corner of property at 359 Tenth
Avenue, thence west 30 feet, thence north approximately 166 feet to a point on
the south side of Prospect Awenue, thence west along the south side of Prospect
Avenue approximately 286 feet to a point at the southwest corner of Eleventh and
Prospect Avenues. Thence south 875.06 feet along the west side of Eleventh
Avenue to the northeast corner of Eleventh Avenue and Spring Street, thence west
along Spring Street 509.32 feet to the southwest corner of property at 1317
Prospect Avenue, thence north 390 feet, thence west 230 feet to a point on the
east side of Thirteenth Avenue, thence north along the east side of Thirteenth
Avenue 227,82 feet, thence west 281 feet to the southwest corner of property at
375 Thirteenth Avenue, thence following property lines south 37.67 feet, west
116.04 feet and south 220 feet to a point on the north side of Calypso Avenue,
thence west 358 feet along the north side of Calypso Awenue to the northeast
corner of Calypso and Fifteenth Avenue.

Thence north along the east side of Fifteenth Avenue 515 feet to the
southeast corner of Fifteenth and Prospect Avenues, thence east 755 feet along
the south side of Prospect Avenue to the southeast corner of Thirteenth and
Prospect Avenues, thence north 185 feet along the east side of Thirteenth Avenue
to the southeast corner of Thirteenth Avenue and West Market Street, thence east
1779.62 feet along the south side of West Market Street to the southwest corner
of Eighth Avenue and West Market Street; thence south 299.5 feet along the west
side of Eighth Awenue to the Point of Beginning.



NP Form 10-900- . . OMO Acprovel No. 1024-0018
*~m

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Mt. Airy Historic District
Section number __10 _ Page __3

Mount Airy Boundary Justification

The boundary c¢ontains the contributing large, high-style
buildings that are associated with the executives of Bethlehem
Steel Company. On all sides of the district the boundary excludes
considerably smaller single houses and duplexes on much smaller
lots. These excluded buildings are not in keeping with the scale,

layout, and architecture of the buildings within the proposed
historiec district,
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