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As it appears today Sleepy Hollow Hall is a five bay, two story L-shaped house clearly
oriented to the Lancaster Turnpike. It began, however, as a much more primitive struc-
ture dating to the early 18th century. This portion of the house, which is located

at the end of the "L" , is approximately 20'x 19', stone, and was originally one and onl
half stories, although it is now two. A stairway in the southwest corner winds to the
second level, and the stone walls in this area appear unusually thick and bulgy. Un-
like the rest of the building, there is no basement in the oldest section (I.) Adjacen
to this one room stone ''cabin'' is a rectangular addition (section II) with a full base-
ment and noteworthy stone, arched fireplace support. Remains of log joists, the
presence of a newer floor above, and the exterior stonework indicate this section,
which was most likely log, was rebuilt, probably at the time of the construction of the
main block c. 1810-1820 (section III). Section II contains a cooking fireplace on the
first level and corner fireplace in the room above. Its stairway winds from the

{continua on back if necessary)

27. history, significance and/or background

Exploration/Settlement:

The northern portion of Sleepy Hollow Hall, measuring approximately 20'x 19', dates to
the earliest settlement of West Whiteland Township. It corresponds in date to the Evan
Lewis House (c. 1717) on Ship Road. One hundred acres of land was deeded by Richard (I
and Grace Thomas in 1717 to Adam Baker. He was a witness at the marriage in 1712 of

Grace and Richard Thomas at their 'new dwelling house." By 1741 Baker had erected a
{cuntinue on back_if necessary
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basement: to the second floor. ,

Whereas Sections I and II looked to the southeast, the 1810-1820 portion was obviously
aligned with the 1794 Turnpike. It uses a center hall, two room plan, measures 22' x 45',
and is quite unlike the preceding two sections with its balanced five bay facade, two and .
one half story height, and more formal interior details. A stairway of four flights rises
in the rear center hall and shows a graceful curved handrail and fluted balusters. Each
of the downstairs rooms is served by gable end fireplaces with simple, fluted surrounds
and marble facings. Built-in closets flank the fireplaces in the second floor rooms. The
attic has been finished into two rooms and in the crawlspace above there is evidence of
pegged rafters and an original shake roof. Theé building's architrave twim, unadorned reveals
single pile construction, nail patterned front door, and use of a plain transom above the
main entrance when a fanlight would have been more current, show the house to have been
deliberately plain in con:trast to nearby buildings of even earlier vintage.

#27 cont.
house which he willed to his daughter, Sarah Guest in that year. Sarah and her husband

Thomas, a carpenter, lost the 100 acre tract to Phoebe Thomas at Sheriff's sale in 1756. It
was purchased by ILsaac and Levi Massey, saddlers, in 1789, then consisting of 60 acres.

Indus%_:x: . . . .
One of the earliest fanyards in Chester County was located at Sleepy Hollow Hall by 1778.
1ts owner, Isaac Jacobs, was assessed for a tanyard on 60 acres in that year and for several
years following. Isaac and Levi Massey, who purchased the tract in 1789 deeded it to George
Massey, a tamner, two years later. Massey, born 1767, operated a tammery on the property
wtil his death in 1848. 1In 1796 he was assessed for a large number of buildings on the
tract, by then back to its original 100 acres, including a log and stone dwelling, a .
frame summer house with a grape vine roof, and a tanyard with buildings. The 1798 Direct
Tax cites the dimensions of the tammery buildings which included a two story currying shop
(14' x 22'), a bram house (12'x 12'), a stone handling shed (30" x 8') and a mill house and
bark shed (22' x 22'). There were only 5 other tanyards.inall of Chester County in that
year. The property stayed in the Massey family until 1849 and was operated continually as

a tannery. ) S : : _

Architecture: '

The prosperity of the Massey tammery permitted the family to enlarge the stone and log
dwelling acquired in 1791. This occurred about 1810 when George Massey's assessment jumped
dramatically. With typically Quaker frugality, Massey retained the original stone cabin,
rebuilt the adjoining log portion in stone, adding a story, and constructed a five bay,
single pile main block fronting on the Turnpike. This portion of the house is noticeably
plain in contrast to other houses of the same vintage along the Lancaster Turnpike. Massey
was, unlike many of his wealthy neighbors, a rigid Quaker and Elder in the Society of
Friends for many years.. He was noted for his intelligence and "exemplary moral and religious
character.'" Sleepy Hollow Hall is the most architecturally restrained manor house remaining
on Route 30, an excellent example of quiet, Quaker good taste.
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West Whiteland Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania
Multiple Resource Nomination

Survey Code 029-09-41-303 Page 3
Sleepy Hollow Hall Map #6

Summary Statement of Significance:

Originally constructed as a one room plan dwelling, Sleepy Hollow
Hall is eligible for listing under criterion C. The rear-most section
of the house is the only evidence left of this once common building
plan. Of equal significance is the main bloek which illustrates the
conservative nature of its architecture in that the plan is the tradi-
tional 5-bay, center-hall, form used throughout the last half of the
eighteenth century. The only modern design elements incorporated into
the main core are additive elements that do not alter the main design.
It is also eligible under criterion A for its association with the ip-
troduction of industry into the pastoral Great Valley.
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tenths (315.5) feot to an iron pin and South nineteen degrees und forty-two
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middle of ‘the Lincoln Highway; thonde extending along the centep of said Highway
North eighty-nine degrees and twenty-nine minutes Vest twenty-rive (25.0) fest to
& COrner of othep land belonging to the Grantee; thence leaving the said Highway
and oxtending by land of the Grantee the next three courses ang distances, to wit:
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tenths (416,2) feet to an iron pin; " thence South sixty-eipht degrees and nine-
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The nominated acreage consists of all land presently associated
with the resource. A contributing feature present on the site is a
ninetesnth century 1 story, stone and frame, "L" shaped building
wnich was used as a2 surgner kitchen until the 1930's, It was then used
as a laundry or wesh house and today functions as a small tenant house,
The stuccoed frame, modern multi-car rarage also present on the site
coes not contribute to the significance of the properiy.

When the Lancaster Turnpike was built, it was located bsiween the
house and the tannery with the main house being located on the north
side ol the street., o above grouné phvsicael evidence of the industrial
buildings associated with the tannsry remains today, The only existing
reriinder of the tannery is the main block of the house which was built
from wealth generated by the tannery and was occupied by the tanrer and
his family,
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