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The main building faces the river which was lined with a balustrada,
two block houses and a wharf, The one block house which still stands,
with its window within an inset arch, is the only Federal Style structure
on the Lazaretto complex,

The main building i{s a very handsome mid-Georgian brick structure
with slightly projecting central pavilion and flanking wings, very much
in the tradition of seventeenth century English and eighteenth century
Anperican medical structures, Prototypes for the Lazaretto can be trac-
ed back at least as far as Robert Hooke's Bethlehem Hospital, or Bedlam,
designed in 1674 and completed two years later. Demolished in 1816,
this structure consisted of three pavilions with hipped roofs and cupolas
within balustrades, connected by two long pitch roof winds with pedimented
centers, Although on a far grander scale than the Lazaretto, the basic
elements can be easily compared; the projecting three storey central
pavilion with hipped roof, four comer chimneys, cupola and balustrade, the
two storey flanking wings with gabled roofs, and the regular fenestration,

Although the ward wings have been made over. into apartments, the
central pavilion retains its original interior, Very much in the tradit-
ion of a grand Georgian home, there is a center hall plan, two rooms deep,
The stairway with plain unfluted pilasters to dado height at the first
floor landing, 1s to the left of the hall, The railing, with rampings
and easings between the first and second floors, and the thin square ba-
lusters with channel mouldings on all four sides are very graceful.

The left front room on the first floor was probably the office and
receiving room, The very handsome Welford-type mantel, perhaps by
Zane and Chapman, with gouge carving and composite colugns, has composit-
ion work baskets, flowers, garlands and urns,

The right front room was probably the dining Toom and opens into the
right rear room by means of a folding paneled partition.

Each room on the three floors of the center section has a fireplace
except the first floor left rear room, The built-in cupboards and out-
side door in this room suggest that this was a pantry and preparing room,
Several feet from this outside doorway is an old brick structure, now a
garage, whose window retains its original wooden shutters, The scar of
a brick passageway around the exterior of the "pantry" doorway suggests
‘that at one time this outbuilding was the kitchen, and & 1911 magazine
clipping in the Aums Broomall Notebooks at the Delaware County Historical
Society ahow that the end chimney was along the east wall where the garage
doors have now been ocut,

The second and third floor rooms and the first floor right rear
room are all similar in plan with a built-in cupboard to either the right
or left of the fireplace, Each mantel is simply but well moulded, and the
fireplace surrounds are plain except in the second floor right front room
dnd the first floor back right room where the mantel shelves are supported
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by unfluted pilasters, The latter retains its original iron fireback,

The dados, innerside of the doors, and mantels have been re-
painted and the original color combinations were blue and yellow, green
and beige and pink and yellow, The outerside of the doors and some of
the mantels were stained to look like either walnut or mahogany,

Despite the fact that the rooms are filled with old airplane
parts, they are in good original condition and could easily be restored,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the eighteenth and earlier part of the nineteenth centuries,
the quarantine of afflicted persons was the only effective means of
controlling epidemics., Quarantine stations, or lazarettos, were part-
icularly necessary near seaports, where arriving vessels could bring in
smallpox, cholera, yellow fever, and other diseases, The first

but was moved to Essington i{n 1800 when Philadelphians became alammed
over the proximity of the former. To operate the Lazaretto, the state
legislature created a Board of Health with the power to levy taxes, yet
controlled by Philadelphia, 1In 1798 a body called “Mangers of Marine
City Hospital" was charged with selecting a site and establishing a
quarantine station, The name Lazaretto first appears in the minutes of
the Board of Health during the search for a site in early 1799, On
May-5, 1799, the board reported having selected land “near the mouth of
the Darby Creek on Tinicum," and reported its purchase of ten acres from
Thomas Smith on May 21, "1799." The Board of Health started construction
of the quarantine buildings 1mmed1ate1y and by the close of 1800 had
".completed the steward's quarters or main building, a physician 8 re~"
sidence, quarantine master's house, custom house, wharf, and various
small buildings, Over the span of years that the Lazaretto operated
there were seven major buildings and many minor ones on the property.
Today the main building, one’block house, the physician's residence’ (now
headquarters for the Riverside Yacht Club), and two small brick building
remﬂina

:,-,“.J P 1

It is clear from adwmonitions of the College of Physicians that the
‘Lazaretto was intended to serve primarily for the quarantine of sick
persons arriving on ships from foreign ports as well as American ports
'when necessary, But it was also to receive patients from Philadelphia,

In 1880 the Federal Governmenttook over quarantine operations and
moved them to Marcus Hook. By the turn of the twentieth century the
Philadelphia Athletic Club had turned the Lazaretto into a pleasure re-
sort for the wealthy, In 1913 Colonel Robert C, Glendinning and George
C. Thomas set up a School of Flying with six planes, The good harbor

““and docking facilities gave these men an opportunity to'pioneer in sea=-
plane flying and they founded the Philadelphia Seaplane Base in 1915,
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quarantine station in Pennsylvania was near Fort Mifflin in Philadelphia,’
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With the approach of war in 1916 the entire operation was taken over
by the Army Signal Corps to train a squadron of flyers, The base
was called Chambers Field and the Lazaretto was its main barracks and
headquarters.

After World War I the Lazaretto saw a period of decline until
Philadelphiad decided to put it up for sale in 1936, Frank Mills
purchased the property and, with his brothers, is still operating
the seaplane base,

;
. |
The Lazaretto is of great importance not only for the role it
played in the development of public health, but for its architectural |
beauty which makes it omne of the most handsome Mid-Georgian structures:
in the United States,
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